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To the works of Saltykov, dealing with the disintegration of
the nobility after the Emancipation, must be added those of Ter-
oisorev (1841-07), who wrote under the name of 8, Atava and
K Q            \      \         * I '
who in his Impoverishment (1880) gave a remarkable analysis of
the same phenomenon of decay, Finally, the realistic writers even
endeavored to portray the peasants, but were unable to master
the subject My, for they could not penetrate the "organic" and
unfamiliar life of the village, Although their portrayal was exact
and at times even photographic, it remained superficial, In the
wake of the "commoner" writers there had to appear sooner or
later those born of the people; but their hour had not yet come,
The moment was not yet ripe for the appearance of a wide circle
of readers among the masses, This required extensive work on the
part of the village schools, which were still in a formative stage
and had to face many serious obstacles on the difficult path ahead
of them,